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Process Paper 

  

With the NHD competition approaching, I wanted to research a topic from Idaho as I 

moved there from England when I was 10. However the topic also needed to fit the theme: 

“Breaking Barriers in History.” When I was looking for a subject,  I came across a man who, 

when my age, lived in Rigby, a small town 11 miles from my house. His name was Philo T 

Farnsworth and he invented electronic television. At age 14, while ploughing the fields similar to 

the ones around my house, he came up with the idea that would change the world. I knew that 

this was going to fit the theme very well because electronic television broke a numerous amount 

of barriers in history. I loved researching electronic television, Philo’s life and the impact his 

invention has had on the world; one that we take for granted today. 

Finding primary and secondary sources was a demanding challenge. This was because 

Philo Farnsworth was actually not that famous when he invented the television. The Radio 

Corporation of America historically takes most credit for being the company that successfully 

commercialized Electric TV rather than its inventor, Philo Farnsworth. Even though the research 

was hard, I was able to find enough sources by going deeper into archives, biographies, 

newsletters etc. Since my project was a documentary, I needed to find as much footage and 

photos as possible. I went to the “Television and Pioneer Museum” in Rigby where they let me 

film some clips of different photos, television models, and camera tubes. Some other great 

sources for photos and footage came from British Pathe Newsreels, Farnovsion, and many more 

archival cites. 
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I chose a documentary because I could show history to people in immersive and 

interesting visual ways. Everyone is familiar with learning through the television. Dramatic 

sound and pictures could help people understand the enormity of the barriers crossed through this 

invention. I personally think that electronic television goes better with a documentary seeing that 

it is in itself a demonstration of the invention! 

 Before I started to make my documentary, I first wrote down a plan. Before inserting 

images and footage, I wrote and recorded my script. Next I created my documentary in a video 

editing software called Adobe Premier. I matched the pictures and footage to the script and used 

different transitions throughout the film. I used some well known footage, such as the moon 

landing, to demonstrate to viewers how much this invention has affected them personally.  

Stephen Henderson, Professor of Communication at Brigham Young University - Idaho, 

was a helpful contributor to my film about Philo T Farnsworth. He understood the role 

Farnsworth played and allowed me to film an interview with him and include it in the film.  

In conclusion, the invention of electronic television by Phito T Farnsworth fits the theme 

perfectly because it broke barriers in world communication like had never even been dreamed of. 

People could see political events, trials, assassinations, scientific marvels and other news without 

having to wait for printed forms or slow distribution. Even greater than radio or morse code, 

millions could watch and listen even within their own homes. The ripple effect of Farnsworth’s 

invention continues today in numerous fields such as entertainment and technology. All this 

thanks to the barriers broken by a 14 year old American farm boy who had no electricity in his 

own house!  
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techcrunch.com/2018/07/31/u-s-adults-now-spend-nearly-6-hours-per-day-watching-vide

o/. Accessed 6 Nov. 2019. This source tells you some basic information about how much 

time Americans spend watching TV per day. People spend nearly 6 hours a day watching 

TV in the US! 
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Accessed 22 Feb. 2020. This shows actual footage of President Roosevelt making a 

speech. I show some of this footage at the end of my documentary. 
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youtu.be/6dT69FMYa-M. Accessed 22 Feb. 2020. This is some more music I used for 

my documentary. This was helpful when I show parts in the beginning. 
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youtu.be/6Bf3ELxx7Q0. Accessed 12 Feb. 2020. This is a modern TV advertisement by 

the electronics company Sony. I used parts of this video in my film. 

"Spongebob Watching TV." ​Youtube​, uploaded by Ivi Moen, 27 Sept. 2010, 
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